n/ HQ AETC News Clips
g Randolph AFB TX

News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA. Copyright restrictions apply. 05-Feb-03

General, official testify in spy trial

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Spy suspect Brian Patrick Regan examined documents that could
have harmed national security if they'd been turned over to Iraq, an Air Force general
and an official of the government's spy satellite agency testified Tuesday.

Air Force Maj. Gen. David Deptula and Dennis Fitzgerald, deputy director of the
National Reconnaissance Office, said the retired Air Force master sergeant saw satellite
photos of missile sites, confidential reports of Iraqi weaponry and a defense manual.

Regan, 40, of Bowie, Md., is accused of offering to sell confidential documents,
including satellite photos, to Iraq, Libya and China for $13 million.
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Citizens react to Columbia disaster

BILL SONTAG
Staff Writer

Saddened, confused citi-
zens and visitors throughout
Del Rio were overwhelmed
with the same shock and revul-
sion experienced by all
Americans this tragic Saturday
morning. And compassionate
peoples everywhere shared our
sorrow at the loss of the space
shuttle Columbia and its seven
brave souls aboard,

Most Del Rioans went on
about their’ weekend peregri-
nations, errands and chores
today, but only after absorbing
to the extent possible the
almost unfathomable disaster
unfolding on television as they
started their day. WNWo one
awoke hoping the hours ahead
would be as memorable as the
day Lee Harvey Oswald
placed John Fitzgerald
Kennedy in his rifle sights, or
when Islamic terrorists took
aim at the World Trade Center.

And Del Rioans certainly
hoped, until today, that noth-
ing like the demise of the
Challenger space craft in
1986, would ever be visited on
this country again.

Businessman and civic
leader John Ludlum summa-
rized the thoughts and fears of
yvet another act of terrorism
flashing through the minds of
many Saturday moming. “My
first thought was, *Oh, my
God, here we go again!®™ On
realization that the loss is more
likely a yet-to-be-understood
calamity, Ludlum chafed, “It’s
just a national tragedy; wvery
frustrating.™

Flags around Del Rio were
lowered to the customary half-
staff’ position of mourning.
Funeral homes, car dealer-
ships, hamburger stands, gro-
cery stores and private resi-
dences observed the tradition
within hours after somber
news anchors echoed the offi-
cial announcement that “The
shuttle is lost.™ The single
official flag at Laughlin Air
Force Base, in front of Wing
command headquarters, was
not lowered until mid-after-
noon when base personnel
received official instructions
to do so. At the Del Rio Civic
Center all three flags, U.S,,
Texas and City of Del Rio,
stood at half-mast, reminding
attendees at Saturday’s Winter
Arts & Crafis Festival of the
nation’s mourning

Festival browser Amado
“Manny” Carrillo, retired U.S.
Air Force aircraft maintenance

Del Rio News Herald
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Citizens react to Columbia disaster, Con't.

specialist, was saddened by the loss of Columbia, and a bit
philosophical as well. “When you join the Air Force, you sort
of expect that you're signing up for the possibility of those
kinds of catastrophes.” Velida Barnes, retired school teacher,
was grateful to be with a loved one when the news came. “It’s
really sad. [ just felt for the families. | was with my mom,
who's 95 and very alert, so we both said a prayer for the fami-
lies.” )

Del Rio City Councilwoman Pat Cole evinced the pathos feit
by most Americans. “] was just devastated,” Cole lamented,
adding “because it brought back all the same feelings when the
Challenger went down.”

Barbara Plyler, co-organizer of the Winter Arts & Crafis
Festival, remembered the Challenger disaster, also seeing paral-
lels with her reactions Saturday morning.

“I was at home, not feeling well with the flu. And on TV I
saw the two plumes of smoke fanning out from the explosion. 1

turned up the sound, and no one seemed to know what was

going on. But then we realized it was just the worst thing that
could have happened.”

Carman Wiese, owner/manager of Del Rio Home Oxygen
and Medical Equipment, paused briefly at the Arts & Crafts
Festival to reminisce about the Challenger parallel. ‘Same
thing as this! Shock, horror, a feeling of ‘It can’t happen to the
United States; we’re invulnerable.”” '

Wiese taught Sth grade in 1986 at Garwood Elementary, Rice
Consolidated Independent School District near Eagle Lake, '
Texas. “When Challenger went down,” she recalled, “the prin- -

cipal came around to each class to inform the teachers and
kids.” With predictable confusion, already infused with melan-
choly, Wiese wondered aloud then and now, “Is there any possi-
bility that any of them could be saved? Were there any safe-
guards that could have protected them.”
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Ne_w.s-He rald photo by Bill Sonlag
Flags, like this one at Whataburger, were lowered to
half-staff throughout the city Saturday following the trag-
ic loss of the Space shuttle Columbia and its crew.
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BRAC items top Enid
City Commission agenda

By Robert Barron
Staff Wter

Enid city commissioners wilk.commyssion

discuss a detailed smdy of Enid to .
prepare for the upcommg base clo-"
sure round during their study ses
sion.

The meeting will be at 11 am.
today in the city manager’s confer-
ence room, 401 W. Garriott.

City officials already have been
working on quality-of-life issues
related to Vance Air Force Base, as
well as housing and military con-
struction.

The Specaum Group, headed
by retired Air.Force Gen. I.B.
Davis, completed a detailed study
of Enid, and the commission will
consider that today.

Mike Cooper, chairman of the
Vance Task Force, will present the
study to commissioners. .

Davis is a former commissioner
of the Base Closure and
Realignment Commission process
and is familiar with what is needed
to maintain Vance, which has an

.geonomic impagt of more than -

$200 million & year w Enid apd
northwest Oklahoma.

All bases are at risk this round,,
according to Secretry of Defense o5,

Donald Rumsfeld. Oklahoma is
one of a handful of states that have
not lost a base in prevlous BRAC
_roupds.

A successor to lrv Homgsbcrg
. in the Ward | commission seat will |
be appointed duntng th{; on, city

| ]-
mission cham?gs by ¢ o

Honigsberg r?.:-lgned the office
to run for mayor: The term.&xpis e;s
in May.

Jeff Woolsey, 213 Wellington, as .
the ouly applicant for the posmon, .
as of Monday aftemoon. 2

Woolsey js a lifelong Enid resi-.,
dent and has lived mWard 1 for lo

years.
Appomtmcms also are sched

-uled for the Long-Term Canv

Authority of Enid. Thuee terms:t
have expired and some resignations %
have occunred. «a
Rezoning requests for tracts mve
the 500 block of North Cleveland w s
and on West Thompson also will be:ll >
considered, : L..‘
The commission will discuss 2%
recommendation to remove Siop
signs from the north and south~}

“bound intersecdons of East Pgrk; s

and Southeast Railroad Ave, i«

An emergency resolution with
the Specttum Group for consulun‘g,.
on the BRAC round also will be
considered, The resolution calls for ¢ !
paying the grou $10, 000 pe.t.
montli, plus p‘ '

Atotal of $60, oom’mbe irans-
ferred from die city’ uneucumbmd i
funds to the. Vanee Developrrisnt ;

Authority fu ﬁmd‘ if approvod ,m X

Enid News & Eagle
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Letters to the Eafif}

Upgrading our schools - -
and streets are s top prlorlty

Many important issues bave

been decided at the polls by Enid

citizens but none have been more
critical than the proposals on the -
Feb. 11 ballot. We must bring qur:
schools up to modern standards,
We must retain Vance Air Force
Base. We need 10 continue 1o
upgrade our streets,
Emdsschoolfacilitiesmtbn-
_ty years behind in many ways," -
mdformnchﬂdrmmgoforwud
in the 215t cennury, we have to -
level the playing field. Omr.rpm-
posalsmcludingbuﬂdmganaw
high school, would cost three -
dmasmuchmdmnotfeasll
ble. This plan is well copceived-:
and is economically sound.
InthelastBRACrwnd, N
Enid’s scbool facilities and clasg:-
room technology were identified
as major deficlencies for Vance.
The U.S. Department of Defense
plans to close more bases in the -
2005 base closure round than in -
all of the previous rounds com-
~b:md.Tbeeompeungcmesw1ﬂr
pilot training bases are commit>
ungmilhonsofdollarstoconect
their deficiencies. Vance is very: =
vuinerable and we cannot affortl:
tosnidlybyandwxshlmmat
we had done everything possible
topmwctmismalcomponemof.
our local economy..
Noonelﬂ:estaxes,butwecm
efford this one quarter cent sales’
tax. It simply replaces the tax thit
went off on Dec, 31, 2002. We:- -
can afford the limited increase iré*
property tax, which will still lesve
us with lower property taxes theifi
oUr peer cities. Whatnoneofus?

ofnotaddmmngtheuxgemmds
of our community. No one else is
going to provide for Enid’s educ-
tion and infrastructure require-;+* .
meu(sandworkmpmtecthm
Let’s all gt out and vote “Yés'
on Feb. 11th for Enid's futureapd
for the future of our children.
JenyBlankmslup.hélPd

We can't afford to gamble with
our future, Vote ‘Yes' Feb. 11

J.am going to vote ‘Yes’ on the
proposa) Feb. 11th for our
schools, Vance AFB and the con-
tinuation of & very successful
street improvement program for
the city of Enid. To do otherwise
would be a foolish gamble on our
future. :

. How many times have we .
Jooked backwards and wished we,
as a city had done something dif-
ferent to keep Champlin or other |
high paying Jobs hege instead of

my letting them leave town? -

I was growing up, -
Highway 81 was the main north-"
south highway in this part of the -
United States. In the 1950°s,

"Enid’s indifference allowed the
new Interstate 35 to be built 30
minutes to the east and that bas
eliminated Enid from meeting the
criteria of most companies look-

ing for locations upon which -

build good job producing busi-
nesses. In the early 1900's, for
lack of a water line, Mr. Cesspa ™
moved his fledgling aixcft uonv
pany to Wichita, Kan.

All this is just to saywehave
to be pro-active if we want - _
grow. Enid was pro-active wheq it
spthBOOOOprmchasetheh :
bike plant that later became .
insoumental to help Advance |
Food start its spectacular growth
apd become Enid's second lugeSt
eraployer. T

To refain current jobs like 5
those at Vance and to attract new,;
ones, a city must have excellent :*
education programs asd facilides?
fror kipdergarten through collége
as well as good infrastrucure ni;&
quality of life within the city. The'

Feb. 11th voke is a sensible solp "

tion to help assure we have ade<’*
quate public education facilities’
and a method of keeping our "
sueets repaired. Hopefully, this-.
will belp keep Vance. The goals
of this proposal are not oaly "3
esseptial to retain Vance but aré™

- needed to attract and retain othet..

Jobs in our community. Please « ;.
vote ‘Yes' on Feb, 11. o
. DanL. Dilhngham
Bxid

Enid News & Eagle
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Your vote is crltlcal for

Emd’s future.

the Enid Public Schools. The school bond and 1/4¢ sales tax will:

w n

« Uparade our public schools to 21st Century standartis e
Provides facllity, technology and transponation Improvements for our schools o

» Continue Enid’s successful Road Maintenance Program
Provides funding 1o upgrade Enid's anerial roads :
=
* Help protect and enhance Vance Air Force Base - Enld's largest employer
Allows Vance and Enid to ba compefitive in the 2005 BRAC round. Vance has over a

$200 milflon annual economic impact on Enid,. We must do everything possible to
protect it. Schools and quality of ife will be major factors in the ‘05 basa closure round.

is
1

February 11

Enid High School )
Rliminate portablas, build 8-classroom additlon, alr-qnndlnonlng
upgrade,-new cateteris, food court, restroom renovations

Junior High and Elememnry Schools

Eliminate most poriables, alr-conditioning upgradas, exterior and imirlor
repairs, restroom improavements, fire alarm upgredes .

- Tachnology (Computers, printars, intemet access)

'I'rlnaportation (new buses)

Capltal improvements for six other public school dlltl’lctl in the city limite
(Chianokm, Plonesr-Pieasant Vale, Drumemond, Knmnmumn. ‘Waukomis & Garber)
#* Funded by selaa mx TOTAL

T @ U9 UMY

e
P Y

$14.1 milon- "

e
8ty

L I

$ 2.5 milllqn; -

$ 21 milion..

«$ 2.0 million- -

e

8 27 milllon' . "...,

The YES KIDS, ENID, VANCE proposals are the result of cooperation between the Clty of Emd and

Arterlal Streets
Continuation of Enld'n street maintenance program which began in 1998.

KiDS ENID VANCE For more information visit YesEnid.c

The percsntage of Enid's arterlal roads In good eondltlon has inoreased weow L
from 20% to 54% In the last four years.

Allows Enid to leverage Federal and Stats funds for arierial street urogum. :

First phase projects will be on the approaches to Vance Alr Force Base.
(Clmlmd. Fox and Prids Drives) °
* Funded by sales tox

e

TOTAL * $ 5.3 milllon"

Enid News & Eagle
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Govemar i\&e Huckaheel
%ﬂggd his sanr: ‘Mohiday, to

Iéve}to_ _

é'om& His fem&&s‘wmé ?a &

[y Juicheony of ‘the Little [

3Rhckﬁrri‘nme‘ﬂase Gammmtlty' |

e g’"&"mmm o
' TRADITIONAL GIFT: Govi“Mike Huckabee. receives a’spomal
wlh from 314th ﬁurllft w1ng commandar, Col. Damd Sootr

one uftheleast told factdrs ﬁft.ha =
_base’s impatt is seerrin the faces

ers from tentral Atkansas,

‘Anothér found of hnie‘ctusures'
"i8 scheduled Tor: zeos,»md while

most. people-ire ‘confident the-
Jacksonville military - ifstallation
will pass ‘muster, ﬂgﬂam is the-
‘cuftent postre. - . .-

- With -more ‘thian 5200 mlllil:m

annuaﬂy in paytoll,the base con-

tributes more ‘than $400 million
to.the stdte’s economy; atcording

‘to :the. govemor. “Keeping what

‘we have 1§’ as important as bm
ing"hme\vindummsj hesaid. -

mn nmlmmb 'buﬂ,but

and lives of Arkansans,” Huck-
abee said. He said while isiting
around  the state, he'll ask resi-
dents - how they ended up in

.Arkansas, "I was stationed at Little

Rock AirForce Base,”- tell ‘the
governos. - “After trave g the
world, when it came time to re-

‘tire, ‘they chiose- Arkansas,” Gov.
"It fedsyto talk about facts. - Huckabee

said.
“'l'he gremat sales force ln

‘having Litdé Rock'AlY

45 SO S

Arkansas is the men and wonwn

- who were coérced here by the fed- -
..-eral government, but who chose
1o live here "after reﬂrzment. ¢

Theres no greater .P
he said. “Folks wha've - eon-
tributed a great amount to . our
country. aré: noi: serving-in the
state. .. many executive-
tions. Theram untold banet%?:o
Forté Base
we don't ‘even begin. tg’ mrder-
m mewvemormd. .

Jacksonville Patriot
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FAA awards McDonald the National
Safety Counselor of the Year 2002

BY AIRMAN 18T CLASS NATHANIEL KELLEHER  gram we have here at Little Rotk Air Force Base and
UTH AIRLIFTWING PUBIC APPAIRE: " in the state of Arkansas,” he said: “Ir's 2 team effort,
I t e R ‘and our base and the FAA work very, very close to-.

. Federal Aviation Admiftistration. officials recently ~ gether to ger out the message of aviation safery
named a Little Rock Air Force Base member the Little  throughout the state, We do this'asa team. My name

\ Rock District, Southwest Region and Nationial Avia- ~ might be on the awards, butit's redlly indicative of
tion Safety Counseior of the year. = - . the excellent program we have in the state.” .
‘M. it McDbHiald;: 314th -Alrlift. Wing chief of . - Major McDonald and Maj. Marc Sicard, 314th AW .

“flight safety, received the Little Rock district and  flight saféty officer, travel throughout the state to
Southwest region awards on base Jan. 15 and is brief civilian pilots about flight safety and the role of
s_:i%&gﬁ’,e_ﬂ'ﬁto ‘recalve theé natonal honot at'ihe’ . .the €130 here.. . i " '
OshkoaH,)

koSt WiS,, afr ShoWjuly 29-Aug. 457 <. .7 JHes & pleastire to work with," said Major Sicard.
“Prri' really'dverwheélmed, and that's aviunderstate. . ;;l{g'gmssmnatg about his'work, dnd it shows. When...

ment," $4: Major McDonald: "] realizé the sigaifi-7 s everybddy lsé goes home at 4:30, he's still working,

caiice™of wihninig a ‘hational ‘award ffom 4 govett* " . and if yourlook at when he does these briefings, they

miiit 488Gy, anid it Stll dverwhelmbige.’ ' "% . are'all'on Saturdays, and" they.are dll at seven and
He said-the awards demonstrate the effectiveness... eightio'clock at ni e =1

of the base's flightsafety program antl that he could-" "~ Majot, McDonald said he'and Major Sicard try to

't have received thenv.without the hard work of'his  visit.every dirport in the state, especially smaller air-

tearningtess. - .- . Wt S e e s s : .
- “Thisis an incredible accomplishment for the pro- * “We go outboth as an aviation safety counselot o
e , - discuss safety items and 1o promote Yur mission at

the base,” he said. “We let the public knowwhat we .
. dohéré'to make it less frightening when they see a C-
| 1304y by. Then they'll understand why ir's there amd
. what its doing,” e b . S
#". Major. McDorald won the Little Rock -district
_“awdrd among 100 aviation safety counselors; The-
. district encompasses all of Arkansas. His package
was then forwarded for the Southwest region aivard,
- which ‘comprises Arkansas, Texas,. Oklahoma, New
- Mexico and Louisiana. He won the Southwest region:
and then his package was forwarded to FAA head-:

, | quarters in Washington, D.C., where he was judged
s o - against the eight other region winners in the country.
e H'e{::d the nirith national winner in thé history of the

a ap : o - .
He said another key player in the success of the
_base’s aviation safety program is Jarrew McFarlitie,
. . the Lintle Rock district safety manager. McFatline has’
" worked with the base program for'18 years and or-
. ganizes mbst of the briefings Majors McDonald and -
- ~Sicard give. aky T
; o ; “Begi::e miy face and Major Sicard’s face age seen -
~ .Maj; JimMcDonald - ! gitdnd around the state, they appreclate usand Lit- .
S ' e Rock Al Force Base,” said Major MicDonald.
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Evaluating
Isaster

.___fov _ITexas as it made its. | LOGAL on Page 8

Times Record News
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Sheppard AFB, TX

LGCAL continued from Page 1A

Saturday. :
Lt. Col. John Skinner of

the public relations office at-

Sheppard Air Force Base said
Monday base personnel have

been on stand-by since the

disaster Saturday- morning,
but no one has been assigned
to help'comb the rugged ter-
rain in southeast Texas for
debris from the shuttle.
“When this occurred, Gen.
(Arthur) Rooney put our

SRR B e R

called up.” Skinner said.
Perhaps the bi call-up
of local personnel is from the

region’s Department of Pub- .
lic Safety offices. Lisa Block,

. & public information officer
at DPS headguarters in
Austin, said Monday hun-
dreds of troopers, including
several from north Texas, are
involved in the recovery

. efforts."

“We have 313, .approxi-

- mately, troopers going to help

search for pieces of the shut-
tle and to p order in the
area,” Block said. :

A number of North Texas
residents heard the noise of
the sonic booms made by
pleces of the space shuttle
Columbia entering the
atmosphere. A few even
reported seeing vapor trails
Saturday morning, accord-
ing to various law enforce-
ment agencies.

However, there were no
confirmed reports of debris
falling in the area.

The Texas Department of
Public Safety office. in
Wichita Falls had no reports
of any debris linked to the
shuttle being found in the
area.

Olney Police Department

. dispatcher Dorraine Slaugh-

ter said, "We had a handful
of reports that they -had
heard a2 boom or somathine
nﬁe an explosion.”

.Olney is 55 miles south-
west of Wichita Falls.

“One person reported
hearing something like a car
running into someone’s
house,” she said,

There were some reports
of seeing things fall out of
the sky, Slaughter said.

Elsewhere in Young
County, a sheriff's dispatch-
er in Graham said a few
callers reported "“a faint
noise.”

-The noise in Montague.

County sent deputies to see

if there bad been a crash at
the airport near U.S. 81, but
they found nothing, said a

- sheriff’s offlce dispatcher.

An Archer County Sher.
iff's - Office  dispatcher
reported receiving reports
I;&i:g a few peopleeéaring a

However, a dispatcher

with the Jack County Sher-
if¥'s Office reported no calls.

The same was true for
Wichita County and
Wilbarger County.

In Oklahoma immediate-
1y north and west of Wichita
Falls, there were no noise
reports in either Frederick
or Waurijka. - :

Times Record News
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